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1. Introduction  

Green campus is an area of the Organisation or the Organisation as a whole itself 

contributing to have an infrastructure or development that is structured and planned to 

incur less energy, less water, less or pollution free, less or no CO2 emission (Aparajita, 

1995). Green Campus Audit is a tool of the environment management system which is 

used methodologically for protection and conservation of environment and sustenance 

of the ecosystem. Green campus constitutes the environmental friendly practices and 

education combined to promote sustainable and eco-friendly practices along with user-

friendly technology in the campus. It creates environmental culture, develops 

sustainable solutions to environmental problems and provides solutions to various 

social and economic needs (APHA, 1981). It provides the concept of Green building 

and oxygenated building which in turn provides a healthy atmosphere to the 

stakeholders. 

 

Green Campus Audit ensures the Organizationôs campus should be greenish with 

large diversity of trees, herbs, shrubs, climbers and lawns to reduce the environmental 

pollution and soil erosion, also useful for biodiversity conservation, landscape 

management, proper water irrigation, natural topography and vegetation (Gowri and 

Harikrishnan, 2014). The maintenance of an eco-friendly campus ensures a neat and 

clean environment. For the benefit of stakeholders, solid state management, recycling 

of water, disposal of sewage and waste materials including electronic and biomedical 

wastes, plastic use, etc. should be followed consistently in the organization campus.  

 

Green Campus Audit procedures includes the definition of green audit, 

methodology on how to conduct Green audit at Educational Institutions and Industrial 

sectors as per the checklist of Environment Management Systems and International 

Standards on ISO 14001:2015, Indian Green Building Council, Swachh Bharath 

Scheme under Clean India Mission to understand the principles and importance of 

various audits in the context of the organization and risk assessment at 360ę views 

(Gnanamangai et al., 2018). It analyses to help the educational institutions and 

industries to maintain eco-friendly environment and personal hygiene to various 

stakeholders and supports the nation as a whole for the noble cause of environmental 

protection and nature conservation which in turn enhances the quality of life to all living 

beings (Arora, 2017). 

 

2. Aims and Objectives of Green Campus Audit  

ǒ To recognise the initiatives taken towards the green campus by means of 

gardening by the Organization. 

ǒ To identify and provide baseline information to assess threat and risk to the 

ecosystem due to Organization development. 

ǒ To recognise and resolve different environmental threats of the Organization.  

ǒ To grow a large number of oxygen producing and carbon-di-oxide absorbing 

plants in the campus to give a pure atmosphere to the stakeholders. 

ǒ To ensure proper utilization of resources available in the surrounding areas 

towards future welfare of the community. 

ǒ To set a procedure for disposal of all kinds of wastes and use green cover as a 

carbon sink for pollution free air. 
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ǒ To assess the greenish nature of an Organization campus in terms of trees, herbs, 

shrubs, climbers, twins, lianas, lawns and reflected in reducing the 

environmental pollution soil erosion, biodiversity conservation, landscape 

management, natural topography and vegetation.  

 

3. Scope and Goals of Green Auditing 

The Management of the Organization (Auditee) should be shown their inherent 

commitment towards making ecofriendly atmosphere through the green auditing and 

ready to encourage all types of green activities. They should promote all kinds of green 

activities such as conduct of environment awareness programmes, campus farming, 

planting trees, maintenance of greening, irrigation, use of biofertilizers and avoidance 

of chemical fertilizers and agrochemicals on the campus etc., before and after the green 

auditing. The management should formulate óGreen and Environment Policiesô based 

on green auditing report. A clean and healthy environment should enhance an effective 

teaching and learning process and provides a conducive learning environment to the 

stakeholders. They should create the awareness on the importance of environment 

through environmental education among the student members. Green Audit is the most 

efficient and ecological way to manage environmental problems (IGBC, 2018).  

 

Green campus audit may be beneficial to the campus in improving the greenery 

activities which in turn useful to save the planet for future generation. Green campus 

audit is a kind of professional care and a simple indigenized system about the 

environment monitoring in terms of planting a large number of trees which is the 

responsibility of each and every individual who are the part of economical, financial, 

social, environmental factors. It is necessary to conduct green audit frequently at least 

once in three years in campus because students and staff members should aware of the 

green audit and its advantages to save the planet by means of óGo green conceptô and 

help the institution to set environmental examples for the community, and thereby to 

educate the young learners. Green audit is a professional and useful tool for an 

Organization to determine how and where they are maintaining the campus eco-friendly 

manner (WGBC, 2018). It can also be used to implement the mitigation measures is a 

win-win situation for all the stakeholders and the planet. It gives an opportunity for the 

development of ownership, personal and social responsibility for the stakeholders. 

 

Green campus audit is nothing but a professional tool to assess the greenery 

activities in the educational institutions and give a value addition to the campus and 

considered as a resource management process. Eco-campus concept mainly focuses on 

the efficient use of energy and water; minimize waste generation or pollution and also 

economic efficiency (Pradip and Patil, 2014). Green campus audit process may be 

undertaken at frequent intervals and their results can illustrate improvement or change 

over time. There are several target listed in the Green audit process in which a few are 

taken into consideration as per the Indian scenario is concerned. Eco-campus focuses 

on the reduction of carbon emissions, water consumption, wastes to landfill and 

enhance energy use conservation to integrate environmental considerations into all 

contracts and services considered to have significant environmental impacts.  
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4. About the Organization 

The Bharathiar University was established at Coimbatore by the Government of 

Tamil Nadu in February 1982 under the Bharathiar University Act, 1981 (Act 1 of 

1982). The erstwhile Postgraduate Centre of the University of Madras formed the core 

of the Bharathiar University, which was functioning at Coimbatore before 1982. 

University Grants Commission (UGC) recognized Bharathiar University in 1985 for 

grants. The University has 39 Departments, offering 54 post-graduate programs besides 

offering M.Phil. and Ph.D. programs. The University is an affiliating University. The 

jurisdiction of the University covers the districts of Coimbatore, Erode, Tirupur, and 

The Niligiris with 133 affiliated colleges. 

 

The National Assessment and Accreditation Council have accredited the 

University with an óAô Grade in the third cycle assessment. Bharathiar University is 

marching towards becoming a World Class University by garnering ranking in the 

International arena. Times Higher Education Young Universities World Ranking 

ranked our University in the range of 201 to 250. We stand at 13th rank under the 

category of University and 21st among the top 100 institutions in the MoEôs National 

Institute Ranking Frameworkôs (NIRF) ranking. The state-of-the-art facilities available 

for faculty members and scholars nurture a culture of research in cutting-edge areas. 

Industry infusion into the curriculum is given prominence by involving industry experts 

- R&D managers, product development managers, technical managers in the curriculum 

development as special invitees in the Board of Studies. 

 

Our University is a partner in the MHRD National Knowledge Network. 

Through UGC - Infonet, and Inflibnet a collection of physical and electronic resources 

is available. The Intellectual Property Rights Cell of Bharathiar University protects the 

rights of inventions of faculty and young researchers in the University. The DRDO-BU-

Center for Life Sciences was established in Bharathiar University as a joint venture by 

DRDO, Ministry of Defence, Government of India, as an autonomous research institute 

to pursue basic and applied research. Bharathiar University Centre for International 

Affairs (BU-CIA) facilitates admission of international students through study in India 

(MoU) and Indian Council for Cultural Relations (MEA). BU-CIA operates in liaison 

with the Association of Indian Universities, the Association of Commonwealth 

Universities, and Shastri Indo Canadian Institute. With a dedicated team of faculty with 

vast experience in teaching and research and dedicated and experienced administrative 

members, the University has emerged as one of the strong pillars of higher education in 

this region. 

 

Bharathiar University provides high quality education and training in the field of 

Arts, and Sciences to prepare students to contribute to Indiaôs social, technological and 

economic development. Apart from quality education, the Institute provides training to 

make students responsible and socially and culturally aware. The Institute is situated in 

a sprawling 720 acre in Coimbatore city. It is offering various Arts and Sciences, 

courses at postgraduate (M.A./M.Sc./M.Com./MBA./MCA.) level including M.Phil 

and Ph.D. degree programmes in various subject domains.  
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With a campus spread across 720 acres, the campus has a fine infrastructure and 

adequate state-of-the-art physical facilities which include administrative building, 

Department building containing classrooms, laboratories, staff cabins and restroom, 

central library, DRDO centre, hostels, foot court, auditorium, seminar halls, canteen, 

playground, etc. The buildings and other infrastructural facilities are well-maintained 

and are put to optimum use. Institution is open to students of all castes and creed, as 

envisaged in its lofty vision to cater to the higher education aspirations of the socially, 

educationally and economically marginalized sections of a rural population belonging 

to different communities, consisting mostly of economically weaker sections of the 

students. Institution has a well-defined decentralized and participatory organizational 

structure to coordinate the academic and administrative functions very effectively.  

 

The dedication of the Management and the Administration section of the 

Bharathiar University, combined with excellent infrastructural and teaching facilities 

help to maintain high standards in curricular and co-curricular spheres to the 

stakeholders like students, staff members and parents. It offers a well-established vision 

and mission coinciding with global standards to impart high quality of education to the 

students coming from rural background that lead to the challenges of an emerging India 

in a globalized world, by bringing in a positive difference in the socioeconomic-

educational status of the state and the nation as a whole. 

 

Bharathiar University is maintaining more than 80% of green cover area and 

open unutilized landfills zone after building construction as per the guidelines of World 

Green Building Council, Indian Green Building Council, Environmental Regulations 

and Compliances. 

 

5. Audit Details 

Date / Day of Audit         : 21.04.2018 (Saturday) 

Venue of Audit       : Bharathiar University ,  
                                                         Coimbatore - 641 046, Tamil Nadu, India. 

Audited by              : Nature Science Foundation,  
             Coimbatore - 641 004, Tamil Nadu, India. 

Audit type               : Green Campus Audit 

Name of ISO EMS Auditor  : Mrs. S. Rajalakshmi,  

        Chairman, ISO QMS & EMS Auditor, NSF. 

Name of the Lead Auditor    : Dr. R. Mary Josephine, 
       Board of Directors & Botanist, NSF. 

Name of Subject Expert-I   : Dr. D. Vinoth kumar,  

         Joint Director & Biotechnologist, NSF. 

Name of Subject Expert-II  : Dr. K. Suresh Kumar,  

         Tamil Nadu Agriculture University, Coimbatore. 

Name of IGBC AP Auditor : Dr. B. Mythili Gnanamangai,  

        IGBC AP, Indian Green Building Council. 

Name of ASSOCHAM Auditor : Er. Ashutosh Kumar Srivastava, 

       Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry 

Name of Eco & Green Officer : Ms. S. Sowndharya, 
       Eco & Green Council Programme Officer, NSF. 
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6. Procedures followed in Green Campus Audit  

Green campus audit is a structured process of documenting the credentials in 

terms of number of trees, herbs, shrubs, lawns, climbers and lianas reflected in reducing 

the environmental pollution and soil erosion and useful for biodiversity conservation, 

landscape management, natural topography and vegetation. It is a kind of a professional 

tool for assessing the green campus. Green audit projects the best environmental 

practices and initiatives taken in the organisation at the prescribed site of audit that 

brings added value to the organisation in maintaining the eco-friendly campus to the 

stakeholders. The first step of the audit is ensuring that the organisation has a central 

role in building the green campus, in order to validate the same (Adeniji, 2008). 

 

Green campus is not intended for the self-sustainability of the building alone, it 

also involves in propagation of the green campus initiatives so as to be adopted by any 

individuals and organization at a minimum cost. Green campus audit has been 

conducted as per the checklist of Nature Science Foundation, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, 

India (www.nsfonline.org.in) through the authenticated Professionals for people 

qualified to investigate and evaluate the campus for validating the best environmental 

practices. Professional team of ISO Environment Management Audit (14001:2015), 

Indian Green Building Council Accredited Professionals, Experts of Green campus 

Lead Auditors and Botanists / Zoologists / Biotechnologists were selected to conduct 

the Green campus audit process. 

 

During the audit, the nature of plants and animals / birds species present in the 

campus were recorded. Establishment of lawns, trees, herbs, shrubs and climbers and 

establishment of terrace / kitchen / herbal / zodiac / ornamental / medicinal garden / 

aquarium and aquatic (hydrophytes) plants in the campus were recorded. Labelling of 

common names and Botanical names of plants were observed. The operation of the 

water irrigation system, trip and sprinkler irrigation methods and use of recycled water 

for irrigation purpose or any other purpose in the campus area were noted. The number 

of water wells, bore wells and water reservoir facilities in the campus were also noted 

as per the Audit Manual of Gnanamangai et al. (2018). 

 

Attempts made for water scarcity during summer season towards the 

maintenance of plants and frequency of watering for plantations in the campus were 

noted. Biodiversity conservation education, projects, awareness programmes, etc., 

through Indian Biodiversity Act and Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate 

Change, Government of India and the conduct of outreach programmes for 

dissemination of Green campus motto were recorded (Venkataraman, 2009). Conduct 

of outreach programmes for dissemination of Green campus motto to the students and 

staff members including public domain and signing of MoU with Government and Non-

Governmental Organizations to ensure green campus activities for future generation 

were noted. Technology driven solutions initiated by the Green campus organization 

can also be disseminated and documented successively for propagating the attitude of 

the Green campus in wider masses. 
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The purpose of the green audit is to ensure that the practices followed in the 

campus are in accordance with the Green and Environment Policy developed by the 

Government and private agencies working with environment sustainable development 

adopted by the institution. The criteria, methods/procedures, checklists and 

recommendations used in the audit were based on the identified risks. The methodology 

includes: preparation and filling up of questionnaire along with checklists, physical 

inspection of the campus, observation and review of the document, interviewing 

responsible persons and data analysis, measurements and recommendations. The 

methodology adopted for this audit was a four step process comprising of data 

collection, data analysis, best practices followed in the campus and recommendations 

and suggestions given to the organization to improve the greeneries practices further. 

 

6.1. Study of Flora and Fauna diversities at Bharathiar University 

 Bharathiar University Campus is situated on the lowest slope of Southern 

Western Ghats that is seen as hillock. It is located about 15 km from Coimbatore city 

and the landmark Maruthamalai hills in the west side of the University. With a campus 

of over 720.55 acres, Bharathiar University is considered as one of the Green 

Educational Institution in Coimbatore with a rich flora and faunal diversity. It is situated 

in picturesque surroundings adjacent to the Maruthamalai hills, with green hills strewn 

around. The campus now quite clean, green and has much less pollution to the rest of 

the city. The University campus is important not only from education point of view but 

also as green lung. It is frequently visited by several nature enthusiasts to study the 

floral and faunal aspects. Biodiversity provides a useful measure of the quality of the 

environment and the ecological studies are important aspects of environment, in view 

of the consideration of environmental quality and protection of natural flora and fauna. 

 

6.2. Documentation of Plant species at Bharathiar University Campus 

Various vascular plant species were collected across Bharathiar University 

campus and subjected to identify them based on botanical name, family, habitat, uses 

and anthropogenic disturbances to the natural vegetation in campus. The plants were 

freshly collected and their digital photographs were also taken. The collected plant 

specimens have been identified using taxonomic literatures (Gamble and Fischer, 1915-

1936; Matthew, 1983; Nair and Henry, 1983; Henry et al., 1989; Chandrabose and Nair, 

1988). Further, their identification was confirmed by matching with authentic 

specimens in the Madras Herbarium (MH), Botanical Survey of India, Southern Circle, 

Coimbatore, India. The voucher specimens were deposited at the Herbarium of 

Department of Botany, Bharathiar University, Coimbatore for future reference.  

 

Key to Plant Families Identification 

1a. Seeds enclosed in fruit wall, Perianth Presentéééééééééééééé..2 

  b. Seeds not enclosed in fruit wall, perianth absentéééééé............Gymnosperm 

2a. Leaves usually net veined seeds-2éééééééé.......éééé.ééééé3 

  b. Leaves parallel veined, seeds-1ééééé..ééééééé..éééééé..66 

3a. Petals freeééééééééééééééééééééééééé..éé...4 

  b. petals connate ééééééééééééééééééééééé.............41 

4a. Corolla and calyx presentéééééééééééé.....ééééééé.....é5 

  b. Corolla and calyx absentéééééééééééééé.........ééééé....24 
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5a. calyx of united sepals; ovary inferior .....éééééééééééééééé31 

 b. Calyx of distict or unit sepals; ovary syncarpousééééé..éééééééé6 

6a. Sepals imbricate in bud éééé...éééééééééééé.ééé............7 

  b. Sepals valvate in budéééééééééééé.é......ééééééééé24 

7a. Sepals more or less united at the baseééééééééééé......ééééé19 

  b. Sepals free éééééééééééééééééééééé........................8 

8a. Stamens more than 12 ééééééééééééééééééééééé..9 

  b. Stamens 10 or fewer ééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 13 

9a. Sepals 2-3éééééééééééééééééééééééééééé11 

  b. Sepals 4 or moreééééééééééééééééééééééé..........10 

10a. Stamens inserted on the disckééééééééééééé.......é Cleomaceae 

    b. Stamens inserted of the gynophore éééééééé.ééééé.Capparaceae 

11a. Trees, Petals more or like the sepals; carpels free éééééé.. Mangnoliaceae 

    b. Herbs, petals coloured unlike the sepals; carpels unitedéééééééééé12 

12a. Plants with yellow sap, Flowers pedicelled ééééééééééPapaveraceae 

    B. Plants with watery sap, Flowers sessileééééééééééé.Portulacaceae 

13a. Flowers unisexual,gynoecium apocarpuséééééé............. Menispermaceae 

    b. Flowers bisexual, gynoecium Syncarpousééééééééééé...ééé14 

14a. Petals 4, Stamens 6 ééééééééééé.......éééééééBrassicaceae 

   b. Petals 5, Stamens Ðéééééééééééééééééé.é...................15 

15a. Ovary1, loculated ééééééééééééééééééé.ééé........16 

   b. Ovary 2-more loculatedéééééééééééééééééééééé  17 

16a. Flowers actinomorphic, placentas free- central éééé............Caryophyllaceae 

    b. Flowers zygomorphic, placentas parietal ééééé.......ééé.éé..Viloaceae 

17a. Filaments of anthers more or less united ééééééé....ééé.Polygalaceae 

   b. Filaments of anthers more or less united éééé..ééééééééééé18 

18a. Leaves stipulate; stamens 5 or 10 éééé..............ééééééééééé19 

    b. Leaves exstipulate; stamens usually 8 éééé..éééééé....éSapindaceae 

19a. Style 5; stamen 5 éé.....ééééééééééééééééé  Oxalidaceae 

     b. Style many; stamens 10 éééééééééé...........ééé  Zygophyllaceae 

20a. Leaves pellucid-gland dotted ééééééééééééé........éé Rutaceae 

    b. Leaves not gland dotted éééééééééééééééééééééé21 

21a. Placentas parietal; Fruit elongated ééééééééééééé..Moringaceae 

    b. Placentas axile; Fruits not elongated éééééééééé.....éééééé22 

22a. Ovules and seeds pendulous; sometimes horizontaléééééééé..Meliaceae 

     b. Ovules and seeds erect or ascending éééééééééééééééé....23 

23a. Stamens alternate with the petalséééééééééééé.....  Anacardiaceae 

    b. Stamens opposite the petals éééééééééé.....éééééé..Vitaceae 

24a. Leaves simple; Flowers 3-merousééééééé....ééé..éééAnnonaceae 

     b. Leaves compound; Flowers 4-6 merous ééééééééééééééé  25 

25a. Filaments of anther united into a columnar toothed cupéééééééé.........26 

    b. Filaments of anther free; rarely connate at the base in ring .ééééééé.....28 

26a. Stamens 15; anther united é.......ééééééééééééééStericuliaceae 

    b. Stamens 2; anther freeéééééééééééééééééééééé...27 

27a. Anther unilocular; pollen muricate ééééééééééééé......Malvaceae 

    b. Anther bilocular; pollen smooth éééééééééééé...é.Bombacaceae 

28a. Stamens 4-5; usually embraced and adnate to the base of the petaléééééé29 
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    b. Stamen many; atleast twice as many as and free from the petals ééééé.......30 

29a. Shrub éééééééééééééééé.ééééééééé.Lythraceae 

    b. Straggler ééééééééééééééééééééééé..Rhamnaceae 

30a. Anther dehisce by slits; fruits capsule éééé..ééééééééé.Tiliaceae 

    b. Anther dehisce by spores; fruits drupe ééé.....éééééééElaeocarpaceae 

31a. Ovary sycarpous; placentas 3-5, parietalééééééééééééééé...32 

    b. Ovary 1 or more free, placentas basalééééééééééééééééé33 

32a. Climbing herbs tendrilééééééééééééééééééPassifloraceae 

     b. Erect shrubs or trees with tendriléééééééééééééé..Turneraceae 

33a. Ovules arising from the inner angles or from base of the carpels or loculiééé34 

    b. Ovules pendulous form the apex of the carpels or loculeséééé.Combretaceae 

34a. Carpels solitary; fruits legumeééééééééééééééééééé..35 

   b. Carpels more than 1; fruits otherwiseééééééééééééééééé37 

35a. Flowers zygomorphic; petals imbricateéééééééééééééééé36 

    b. Flowers actinomorphic; petals valvateéééééééééééé.Mimosaceae 

36a. Upper petals outermost stamens monodelphous or diadelphousééééFabaceae 

    b. Upper petals innermost stamens always free ééééééééCaesalpiniaceae 

37a. Flowers unisexualééééééééééééééééééé...Cucurbitaceae 

    b. Flowers bisexualéééééééééééééééééééééééé...38 

38a. Ovary 1-celledéééééééééééééééééééééé..Cactaceae 

    b. Ovary more than 1 celledééééééééééééééééééééé..39 

39a. Carpels free if ultimately united the styles distinctéééééééééééé40 

    b. Carpels and styles united throughoutééééééééé..éééé.Myrtaceae 

40a. Flowers in dichasial ï polychasial cymeéééééééééééMolluginaceae 

    b. Flowers in clustered, cymes or solitaryééééééééééééé.Aizoaceae 

41a. Ovary inferior, stamens as many as the corolla lobesééééééééééé42 

    b. Ovary superior, stamens numerousééééééééééééééééé...43 

42a. Anther free; ovary 2-loculed; stipulateééééééééééééé.Rubiaceae 

    b. Anther syngenesious; ovary 1-loculed, exstipulateéééééééé.Asteraceae 

43a. Ovary 1-loculed; placentation free centralééééééééé...Plumbaginaceae 

    b. Ovary 2-many loculed; placentation axile or parietalééééééééééé44 

44a. Ovary 3 or more carplelledééééééééééééééééé..Sapotaceae  

    b. Ovary 2-carpelledéééééééééééééééééééééééé..45 

45a. Corolla actinomorphicéééééééééééééééééééééé...46 

    b. Corolla zygomorphicééééééééééééééééééééééé.50   

46a. Plants leafless; parasiticééééééééééééééééééCuscutaceae    

    b. Plants leafy ; not parasitic ééééééééééééééééééééé47  

47a. Leaves opposite; stamens 2ééééééééééééééééééééé48 

    b. Leaves alternate; stamens 4 or more ééééééééééééééééé49 

48a. Leaves not scabrid, corolla tube white: fruits berry éééééééééOleaceae 

    b. Leaves scabrid; corolla tube orange; fruits capsules éééééé.Nyctanthaceae 

49.a. Anther inseperratable; corona present éééééééééééAsclepidiaceae 

      b. Anther seperatable; corona absent éééééééééééé..Apocyanaceae  

50a. Corolla lobes imbricate ;fruit drupe éééééééééééééBoraginaceae 

    b. Corolla lobes plicate; fruit capsule ééééééééééééConvolvulaceae  

51.a Ovary cells many ovulated ééééééééééééééééé.Solanaceae     

     b. Ovary cells 1-4 ovuledéééééééééééééééééééééé.52 
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52.a Carpels 2 or more ovulated ; fruits dehiscent éééééééééééééé53 

     b. Carpels 1 ïovulated ; fruits indehiscent éééééééééééééé.......57 

53.a Fruits dehiscent; seeds supported on reticulaeééééééééé...Acanthaceae  

     b. Fruits indehiscent; seeds not supported on reticulaeééééééééééé54 

54.a  Leaves compound; fruits elongated; seeds winged éééééééBignoniaceae 

     b. Leaves simple;fruits not elongated, seeds not wingedéééééééééé55 

55.a Ovules many on swollen placentas; seeds albuminouséééééScropulariaceae 

     b. Ovules 2 lobed placenta ; seeds not albuminouséééééééééééé..56 

56.a Flowers solitary; axile placentation ééééééééééééé...Pedaliaceae 

     b. Flowers raceme; axile  placentationéééééééééééé.Marytiniaceae  

57.a Ovary entire, style terminal éééééééééééééééé..Verbinaceae  

    b. Ovary 4 ïlobed, style gynobasicééééééééééééééé.Lamiaceae 

58.a Flower bisexual ééééééééééééééééééééééééé59 

      b. Flower unisexual éééééééééééééééééééééééé62 

59.a. Ovary inferior ééééééééééééééééééééééééé..60 

     b. Ovary superior ééééééééééééééééééééééééé61 

60.a Ovary 4-6 loculated; ovules many éééééééééééé.Aristolochiaceae 

     b. Ovary 1-loculated; ovules 1-4 ééééééééééééééé..Santalaceae 

61.a Perianth not tubular éééééééééééééééééééAmarathaceae 

     b. Perianth trubular éééééééééééééé.....................Nyctaginaceae   

62a. Leafless trees; brachlets ribbed and joined at the nodeséééééCasuarinaceae 

    b. Leaves well developed ; brachlets not ribbed and not joined at the nodesééé63 

63 a. Ovary 1- loculed; ovules 1-2 in each louleééééééééééééééé64 

     b. Ovary 2 or more loculed;ovules 1 or 2 in each loculeééééééééééé65 

64a. Leaves glandularééééééééééééééééééééEuphorbiaceae 

     b. Leaves eglandularéééééééééééééééééééé...Urticaceae 

65a. Filaments inflexed in bud with reversed antherééééééééééMoraceae 

    b. Filaments not inflexed in bud, not with reversed antheréééééééUlmaceae 

66a. Terrestrial or epiphyticéééééééééééééééééééééé..67 

     b. Aquatic, marsh or riparianééééééééééééééééé.Cyperaceae 

67a. Arbrorescent woody; leaf blade many nerved articulate with sheath...Bambusaceae 

    b. Herbs with herbaceous culms; leaf blade sessile not articulate with sheathéé.68 

68a. Perianth 0 or reduced to scaleééééééééééééééééé...Araceae 

    b. Perianth presentéééééééééééééééééééééééé.....69 

70a. Plant armedééééééééééééééééééééééééééé71 

    b. Plant unarmedééééééééééééééééééééééééé...72 

71a. Plants Xerophytic; leaves fibrousééééééééééééééé.Agavaceae 

     b. Plants not xerophytic; leaves nor fibrouséééééééééééé..Lilliaceae 

72 a. Perianth segments connateééééééééééééééé..Amaryllidaceae 

     b. Perianth segments freeéééééééééééééééééééééé..73 

73a. Outer perianth calycine; inner corolineéééééééééééCommelinaceae 

     b. Outer and inner perianthééééééééééééééééééééé..74  
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6.3. Documentation of Animal species at Bharathiar University campus  

Animals like Mammals and Birds were observed by visual sightings and by calls 

also the avifaunal data were obsereved through the Nikon 8 x 40 binoculars and 

photographs were taken by Canon 600 D camera (55-250 mm). The recorded data was 

noted in the field work note. They were identified with the help of field guide- "Birds 

of Indian subcontinent" by Richard Grimmett, and the IUCN category of the birds were 

also noted with the same. The point count and transect line methods were used to record 

the number of bird species in the study area in which regular visits and personal visits 

were carried out (Ferenc et al., 2014). The surveys were conducted to understand the 

distribution of bird species in relation to habitats and nesting behavior of birds in the 

study area. Based on survey richness and abundance of bird species were calculated 

using Shannon-weaver diversity index. Based on available data and species were 

selected for nest site selection study. Selected species of birds was analyses for its nest 

site characteristics between the habitats and also plant species preference was 

enumerated and assessed. The number of breeding bird species and nests found in 

different habitats as depend variables such as biotic and biotic factors as the indepent 

variable (Jayson and Mathew, 2000; Beebee and Griffiths, 2000). 

 

7. Green Campus Audit Observations 

 It covers both qualitative and quantitative measurements including physical 

observation of greeneries in terms of growing of terrestrial and aquatic plants, animals 

and microflora in natural and planted vegetation and their maintenance. Topography, 

landscape management design and soil erosion control are playing important role in 

environment sustainable development in the campus. Similarly, biodiversity 

conservation strategies are very essential to conserve a variety of plant and animal 

species in the campus ecosystem. Best practices followed on green campus initiatives 

in the Organization and recommendations for greening are illustrated in the audit report. 

 

7.1. Flora diversity in Bharathiar University Campus 

Ensuring the rich biodiversity in the green campus is an important parameter 

which reflects the real-time ecosystem. Plants are indicators for assessing the varying 

levels of environmental quality. In general, plants improve the outdoor air quality with 

increased oxygen levels and reduced temperature and carbon-di-oxide. The green and 

varying colour of the flowering plants improve the ambience of the Organization 

environment. The record on maintenance of the plant biomass and its management are 

important with respect to green campus initiatives. The existence of such plants and 

birds in the green campus may be recorded for the rich flora and fauna which are being 

considered as a value addition to the campus.  

 

The observations indicated that Bharathiar University campus has more than 80-

85% of wild as well as native plant species and the other 10-15% plant species are 

ornamental in nature coming under the planted vegetation. The native plant traits 

promote the indigenous fauna at the site area. Hence, the accountancy of 75% of the 

wild traits are leveraged for the native animals and birds. The most probable natural 

vegetation of Bharathiar University campus is the dry deciduous type. The remnants of 

this past vegetation are found in the campus.  
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The most plants recorded are Azadirachta indica A. Juss., Melia azedarach L., 

Acacia ferruginea Dc., Acacia planifrons Wight & Arn., Albizia lebbeck (L.) Wild., 

Dichrostachys cinerea ( L.), Wrightia tinctoria R. Br, Morinda coreia J.E., Holoptelea 

integrifolia (Roxb.), Ficus benghalensis L., Ficus religiosa L., Borassus flabellifer L., 

which are dominant trees species characteristic to the vegetation of the campus. Some 

of the shrub species like Hibiscus lunarifolius Wild., Sida rhombifolia L., Crotalaria 

pallida Dryand., Crotalaria retusa L., Tephrosia hookeriana Wight & Arn., Solanum 

surattens Burm., Barleria buxfolia L., Barleria cuspidate F., Dodonaea viscose L., 

Bauhinia tomentosa L., Anisomeles malabarica L., Jatropha gossypiifolia L., 

Euphorbia cyanthophora Murr., Calotropis gigantea and Helicteras isora are also 

rather common in the campus. 

 

 The ground flora here is comparatively sparse, but fairly rich in undistributed 

areas. Some of the common weeds like Acalypha indica L., Achyranthes aspera L., 

Aerva lanata L., Alternanthera pungens H.B.K., Argemone Mexicana L., Alysicarpus  

monilifer L., Boerhavia diffusa L., Cleome viscosa L., Crotalaria verrucosa L., Croton 

bonplandianum  Baill., Datura metal L., Dipteracanthus patulus (Jacq.), Euphorbhia 

hirta L., Hibiscus ovalifolius (Forskal), Indigofera linnaei Ali, Lagascea mollis (Jacq.), 

Malvastrum coromandelianum L., Peristrophe bicalyculata (Retz.), Polycarpea 

corymbosa L., Priva cordifolia (L.f.), Tephrosia purpurea L., Tribulus lanuginosus L.,  

Veronia cinerea (L.) Less., Tridax  procumbens L., Ageratum conyzoides L. and  

Parthinium hysterophrous L. are found to be predominant. The species such as    

Argemone mexicana L., Talinum portulacifolium (Forskl), Hibiscus ovalifolius 

(Forskl), Malvastrum coromandelianum L., Waltheria indica L., Tephrosia purpurea 

L., Turnera ulmifolia L., Plumbago zeylanica L., Dautra metal L., Striga densifolia 

(Benth.) Benth and Achyranthus aspera L. are some common herbs in the campus. 

 

 Some of the common climbers found among the shrubs are  Cissampelos pareira 

L. var. hirsuta, Cocculus hirsutus L., Cyclea peltata (Lam.), Tinospora cordifolia 

(wild.), Toddalia asiatica L., Cissus quadrangularis L., Cardiospermum halicacabum 

L., Abrus precatorius L., Clitoria ternatea L., Macrotyloma uniflorum (Lam.), 

Passiflora edulis Sims, Passiflora foetida L., Citrullus landaus (Thumb.), Coccinia 

grandis L., Mukia madraspatana L) Jasminum grandiflorum L. Jasminum 

angustifolium L., Jasminum auriculatum Vahl, Jasminum cuspidatum Rottl., Jasminum 

trichotomum Heyne, Hemidesmus indicus L., Pergularia daemia (Forssk.) and 

Tylophora indica (Burm.f). 

  

This campus is rich in grass speices like Alpuda mutica L., Cymbopogan caesius 

(Nees ex Hook. & Arn.), Heteropogan contortus L. P.Beauv. Ex Roemer & Schltes, 

Rottboellia cochinchinensis (Lour.), Vetiveria zizanioids L., Chloris inflate Link, 

Cynodon dactylon (L.)  Pers., Tragus roxburghii Panigrahi, Dactylotenium aegyptium 

(L.) P.Beauv., Eragrostis aspera (Jacq.), Eragrostiella bifaria (Vahl) Bor, Eleusine 

indica (L.) Gaertner, Axonopus compressus (SW.) P.Beauv., Brachiaria distachya (L.) 

Stapf, Brachiaria reptans (L.), C. Gardner & C.E.Hubb., Cenchrus ciliaris L., Digitaria 

bicornis (Lam.) Roemer & Schultes, Digitaria cilaris (Retz.) Koeler, Echinochloa 

colona (L.) Link, Melinis repens (Wild.), Panicum maximum Jacq., Setaria pumila 

(Poiret) Roemer& Schultes, Setaria verticillata (L.) P.Beauv., along with Agave 
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Americana L., Asparagus racemosus Wild., Commelina benghalensis L., Cyanotics 

cristata (L.) D.Don and Cyperus rotundus L. 

 

 Most of the species found are common in the campus, some of the species 

Cucumis dipsaceus Ehrenb, Caralluma bicolor Ramach., Hybanthus puberulus M. 

Gilbert are rare species. Some endemic grass species like Andropogon pumilus Roxb., 

Bothriochloa compressa (Hook.F.), Chloris bournei Rang & Tadul., Panicum 

psilopodium Trin., and Perotis indica (L.) Kuntze are also occurring in the campus. 

Number of these species decreased and some even face the danger of going extinct due 

to regular clearing and construction activities. Therefore in terms of preserving the 

floral biodiversity, it is importance to set up a botanical garden in the confines of the 

campus and cultivate these plants and protect the ones that grow naturally on the 

grounds upon the vegetation maintenance. 

 

Invasive species 

 The campus has 41 invasive species such as Ageratum conyzoides L., 

Alternanthera pungens H.B.K., Alternanthera sessils (L.) R.Br. ex Dc., Argemone 

mexicana L., Bidens pilosa L., Borassus flabellifer L., Calotropis gigantea (L.) R.Br., 

Catharanthus roseus (L.) Don, Chromolaena odorata (L.) R.King & H.Robinson, 

Cleome viscosa L., Corchorus aestuans L., Corchorus trilocularis L., Crotalaria 

verrucosa L., Croton bonplandianum Baill., Cuscuta reflexa Roxb., Cyperus difformis 

L.,   Datura metal L., Digera muricata (L.) C.Martiius, Echinocola colona (L.) Link., 

Euphorbhia cyathophora Murr., Euphorbhia hirta L., Evolvulus alsinoides L., Ipomea 

eriocarpa R.Br., Lantana camara L., Leonotis nepetiifolia (L.) R. Br., Malvastrum 

coromandelianum (L.) Garcke., Martynia annua L., Melia azedarach L., Mirabilis 

jalapa L., Ocimum americanum L., Parthenium hysterophorus L., Passiflora foetida L. 

Pedalium murex L., Portulaca oleracea L., Spermacoce hispida L.,  Stachytarpheta 

jamaicensis (L.) Vahl., Tribulus lanuginosus L., Tridax procumbens L.,  Turnera 

ulmifolia L., and Waltheria indica L. This is clearly indicated disturbances to the natural 

setting in the vegetated areas. 

 

 The alien / exotic species viz.,Annona squamosa L., Asparagus racemosus Wild., 

Borassus flabellifer L., Cassia siamea Lam., Casuarina equsetifolia J. R & G.Forst., 

Delonix regia (Hook.) Raf., Eucalyptus tereticornis SM., Holoptelea integrifolia 

(Roxb.) Planchon, Jatropha gassypiifolia L., Manilkara achras (Mill.), Millingtonia 

horensis L.F., Peltophorum pterocarpum (DC.), Pithecellobium dulce (Roxb.) Benth., 

Plumeria rubra L., Sesbania grandiflora (L.) Poiret, Tamarindus indica L., Tecoma 

stans (L.) Kunth and Zizyphus mauritiana Lam. are occur in the campus. The only  

plantation on the campus is of Acacia auriculiformis, Acacia ferruginea DC., 

Crescentia cujeta L., Cycas circinalis L., Kigelia pinnata (Jacq.) and Markhamia 

platycalyx (Baker ).There are  several avenue trees on the campus such as  Bauhinia 

purpurea L., Callistemon cirtinus (Curtis ) Skeels., Cassia fistula L., Cassia siamea 

Lam., Casuarina equisetifolia J.R & G.Frost., Delonix regia (Boj. ex Hook.), 

Eucalyptus tereticornis Sm., Guaiacum officinalae L., Parkia biglandulosa Wight & 

Arn., Polyalthia longiflora (Sonn.)., Peltophorum pterocarpum (DC.) Backer ex  K. 

Heyne., Pterocarpus marsupium Roxb., Samanea saman (Jacq.) Merr., Santalum album 

L., Thespesia populanea (L.) Sol. Ex Corr. Serr. and Roystonea regia, Kunth. 
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Some of the species are utilized as fruit yielding like Annona squamosa L., 

(Seetha), Artocarpus heterophyllus Lam., (Pala), Mangifera indica L. (Maa) Thwaites., 

Moringa pterygosperma Gaertn. (Murungai), Phyllanthus acidus (L.) Skeels. 

(Aranelli), Phyllanthus emblica L. (Nelli), Psidium guajava  L., (Koyya) and Syzygium 

cumini (L.) Skeels. (Naval). Species such as  Cordia sebestena L., Jacaranda 

mimosifolia D., Mil lingtonia hortensis L.F., Plumeria alba L., Plumeria rubra L., 

Tabebuia rosea (Bertol.) DC. and Tecoma stans (L.) Kunth. are also utilized for their 

attractive flowers. 

 

The biodiversity of Bharathiar University Campus comprises a total of 435 species 

belonging to 261 genera under 73 families excluding the lichens, pteridophytes, 

bryophytes and mycoflora which was not possible during the present study. Of these, 

Dicots are dominating with 62 families whereas, monocots with 10 families. Over all 

the herbs were the most dominant flora 182 (54%) followed by Trees 82 (25%), 

Climbers 46 (14%) and Shrubs 25 (4%). Among dicots, Polypetalae formed a larger 

percentage with 35 families, 100 genera and 144 species, Gamopetalae with 17 families, 

85 genera and 71 species and Monochlamydeae with 10 families, 26 genera and 54 

species. In monocots 10 families are spreading over 50 genera belonging to 165 species. 

Poaceae is the first dominant family with 72 species followed by Fabaceae with 27 

species and Mimosaceae with 14 species. During the study in the campus, a total of 23 

alien and 41 invasive floral species were recorded. This clearly indicated disturbances 

to the natural setting in the vegetated sector. 

 

List of Flowering plants in the Bharathiar University campus, India 

S.No Common Name Botanical Name Family Habit  

1. Rosary Pea / Crabôs Eye Abrus precatorius Wall. Fabaceae Climber 

2. Northern Black Wattle Acacia auriculiformis L. Mimosaceae Tree 

3. White Bark Acacia Acacia ferruginea DC. Mimosaceae Tree 

4. Soap Bush / Candelabra  Acacia holosericea L. Mimosaceae Shrub 

5. Candelabra Wattle Acacia lenticularis Buch. Mimosaceae Tree 

6. Kuteera Gum Acacia leucophloea Roxb. Mimosaceae Tree 

7. Umbrella Thorn  Acacia planifrons Wight  Mimosaceae Tree 

8. Indian Acalypha Acalypha indica L. Euphorbiaceae Herb 

9. Prikly Chaff Flower Achyranthes aspera L. Amaranthaceae Herb 

10. Barbados Pride Adenanthera pavonina L. Mimosaceae Tree 

11. Mountain Knotgrass Aerva lanata (L.) A.L. Amaranthaceae Herb 

12. Monsonôs Knotgrass Aerva monsoniae (Retz.) Amaranthaceae Herb 

13. Century Plant Agave americana L. Agavaceae Shrub 

14. Chick Weed / Billygoat  Ageratum conyzoides L. Asteraceae Herb 

15. Lebbek / Flea Tree Albizia lebbeck L. Mimosaceae Tree 

16. Black Siris Albizia odoratissima L.f. Mimosaceae Tree 

17. Node Flower Allmania Allmania nodiflora (L) Br. Amaranthaceae Herb 

18. Summer Grass Alloteropsis cimicina L. Poaceae Herb 

19. Khaki Weed Alternanthera pungens L Amaranthaceae Herb 

20. Sessile Joyweed Alternanthera sessilis (L.) Amaranthaceae Herb 

21. Round Leaf Alyce 

Clover 

Alysicarpus hamosus 

Edgew. 

Fabaceae Herb 

22. Heyneôs Alyce Clover Alysicarpus heyneanus BA Fabaceae Shrub 
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23. Necklace Pod Alyce  Alysicarpus monilifer L. Fabaceae Herb 

24. Green Amaranth / 

Slender Amaranth 

Amaranthus viridis L. Amaranthaceae Herb 

25. Green Chiretta Andrographis paniculata L Acanthaceae Herb 

26. Bushy Bluestem Andropogon pumilus Roxb. Poaceae Herb 

27. Candelabra Wattle Aneilema montana Wight Commelinaceae Herbs 

28. Thich Leaf Lavender Anisochilus carnosus L.F Lamiaceae Herb 

29. Malabar Catmint Anisomeles malabarica L. Lamiaceae Shrub 

30. Custard / Sugar Apple  Annona squamosa L. Annonaceae Tree 

31. Mauritian Grass Apluda mutica L. Poaceae Herb 

32. Mexican Prickly Poppy Argemone mexicana L. Papaveraceae Herb 

33. Sixweeks Threeawn Aristida adscensionis L. Poaceae Herb 

34. Broom Grass Aristida hystrix L.f. Poaceae Herb 

35. Broom Grass Aristida setacea Retz. Poaceae Herb 

36. Indian Birthwort / Duck  Aristolochia indica L. Aristolochiaceae Climber 

37. Jack Fruit Artocarps heterophyllus L. Moraceae Tree 

38. Satawari Asparagus racemosus Wilt  Liliaceae Climber 

39. Chinese Violet Asystasia gangetica (L.) T.  Acanthaceae Herb 

40. Blanket Grass / Carpet 

Grass 

Axonopus compressus 

(Sw.) P. Beauv. 

Poaceae Herb 

41. Neem Tree Azadirachta indica A. Meliaceae Tree 

42. Common Bamboo Bambusa arundinacea 

(Retz.) Roxb. 

Bambusaceae Tree 

43. Box-leaved Barleria Barleria buxifolia L. Acanthaceae Herb 

44. Spiny Barleria Barleria cuspidata F.B. Acanthaceae Herb 

45. Orchid Tree Bauhinia purpurea L. Caesalpinaceae Tree 

46. Yellow Bell Orchid  Bauhinia tomentosa L. Caesalpinaceae Shrub 

47. Beggarôs Tick Bidens pilosa L. Asteraceae Herb 

48. Hadsan Blepharis repens (Vahl) R. Acanthaceae Herb 

49. Spreading Hogweed Boerhavia diffusa L. Nytaginaceae Herb 

50. Erect Spiderling Boerhavia erecta L. Nytaginaceae Herb 

51. Palmyra Palm Borassus flabellifer L. Arecaceae Tree 

52. Candelabra Wattle Bothriochloa compressa H Poaceae Herb 

53. Creeping Bluegrass / 

Pinhole Grass 

Bothriochloa insculpta 

Hochst. 

Poaceae Herb 

54. Hurricane Grass Bothriochloa pertusa L. Poaceae Herb 

55. Great Bougainvillea Bougainvillea spectabilis L Nyctaginaceae Shrub 

56. Armgrass Millet / Green Brachiaria distachya L. Poaceae Herb 

57. Browntop Millet Brachiaria ramosa (L.) B. Poaceae Herb 

58. Para Grass / Buffalo 

Grass 

Brachiaria mutica (Forssk.) 

Stapf. 

Poaceae Herb 

59. Running Grass Brachiaria reptans L. Poaceae Herb 

60. Candelabra Wattle Brachiaria semiundulata L Poaceae Herb 

61. Running Grass Brachiaria emiverticillata Poaceae Herb 

62. Cori Grass / Tropical 

Grass 

Brachiaria subquadripara 

Trin. 

Poaceae Herb 

63. Sweet Signal Grass Brachiaria eruciformis 

(Sm.) Griseb. 

Poaceae Herb 

64. Brown Mustard / Indian 

Mustard 

Brassica juncea L. Brassicaceae Herb 
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65. World Hairsedge / 

Water Grass 

Bulbostylis barbata Rottb. Cyperaceae Herb 

66. Candelabra Wattle Bulbostylis puberula Poir. Cyperaceae Herb 

67. Peacock Flower Caesalpinia pulcherrima Caesalpinaceae Shrub 

68. Lemon Bottlebrush Callistemon citrinus Curtis Myrtaceae Tree 

69. Giant Milkweed Calotropis gigantea L. Asclepidaceae Shrub 

70. Honey-Thorn Canthium parviflorum L. Rubiaceae Shrub 

71. Dark Purple Plant Caralluma bicolor L. Asclepidaceae Herb 

72. Peacock Flower Caralluma diffusa Wight Asclepidaceae Herb 

73. Small Balloon Vine Cardiospermum canescens  Sapindaceae Climber 

74. Heart Vine / Balloon 

Vine 

Cardiospermum 

halicacabum L. 

Sapidaceae Climber 

75. Tropical Sensitive Pea Cassia absus L. Caesalpinaceae Shrub 

76. Golden Shower Tree Cassia fistula L. Caesalpinaceae Tree 

77. Red Cassia Cassia roxburghii DC. Caesalpinaceae Tree 

78. Siamese Cassia Tree Cassia siamea Lam. Caesalpinaceae Tree 

79. Yellow Cassia Cassia spectabilis DC. Caesalpinaceae Tree 

80. Whistling Pine / 

Casuarina 

Casuarina equisetifolia J.R Casurinaceae Tree 

81. Periwinkle / 

Madagascar  

Catharanthus roseus (L.) 

G. Don. 

Apocynaceae Herb 

82. Kapok Tree Ceiba pentandra (L.) G. Bombacaceae Tree 

83. Cockscomb Celosia cristata L. Amaranthaceae Herb 

84. Indian Sandbur Cenchrus biflorus Roxb. Poaceae Herb 

85. Buffel Grass Cenchrus ciliaris L. Poaceae Herb 

86. White Buffel Grass Cenchrus pennisetiformis  Poaceae Herb 

87. Cow Sandbur / 

Birdwood Grass 

Cenchrus setigerus Vahl. Poaceae Herb 

88. Bourneôs Finger Grass Chloris bournei Rang. Poaceae Herb 

89. Purpletop Rhodes  Chloris inflata Link Poaceae Herb 

90. Siam Weed Chloris montana Roxb. Poaceae Herb 

91. Siam Weed / Christmas 

Bush 

Chromolaena odorata (L.) 

K & R 

Asteraceae Herb 

92. Golden False 

Beardgrass 

Chrysopogon aciculatus 

Retz. 

Poaceae Herb 

93. Guria Grass Chrysopogon fulvus Spre Poaceae Herb 

94. Candelabra Wattle Chrysopogon orientalis De Poaceae Herb 

95. Velvet Leaf Cissampelos pareira L. Menispermaceae Climber 

96. Devilôs Backbone Cissus quadrangularis L. Vitaceae Climber 

97. Bitter Apple Citrullus colocynthis L. Cucurbitaceae Climber 

98. Fringed Spiderflower Cleome burmanni Wight Cleomaceae Herb 

99. Asian Spider Flower Cleome viscosa L. Cleomaceae Herb 

100. Butterfly Pea Clitoria ternatea L. Fabaceae Herb 

101. Ivy Gourd / Scarlet 

Fruited Gourd 

Coccina grandis (L.) Voigt cucurbitaceae Climber 

102. Coconut Tree Cocos nucifera L. Arecaceae Tree 

103. Broom Creeper Cocculus hirsutus L. Menispermaceae Climber   

104. Tropical Spiderwort / 

Benghal Flower 

 

Commelina benghalensis L. Commelinaceae Herb 
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105. Scurvy Grass / 

Wandering Jew 

Commelina ensifolia R.Br. Commelinaceae Herb 

106. Forsskalôs Day flower / 

Ratôs Ear 

Commelina forskaolii Vahl. Commelinaceae Herb 

107. East Indian Mallow Corchorus aestuans L. Tiliaceae Herb 

108. Wild Jute Corchorus trilocularis L. Tiliaceae Herb 

109. Scarlet Cordia Cordia sebestena L. Boraginaceae Tree 

110. Calabash Tree Crescentia cujete L. Bignoniaceae Tree 

111. Ban Tulsi Croton bonplandianum L. Euphorbiaceae Herb 

112. Firecracker Flower Crossandra 

infundibuliformis (L.) Nee 

Acanthaceae Herb 

113. Mysore Rattlepod Crotalaria mysorensis L. Fabaceae Herb 

114. Smooth Rattlepod Crotalaria pallida Dryand. Fabaceae Shrub 

115. Rattle Weed / Devil  Crotalaria retusa L. Fabaceae Shrub 

116. Blue Rattlebox Crotalaria verrucosa L. Fabaceae Herb 

117. Hedgehog Gourd Cucumis dipsaceus Ehrenb. Cucurbitaceae Climber 

118. Muskmelon Cucumis trigonus Roxb. Cucurbitaceae Climber 

119. Field / Golden Dodder  Cuscuta campestris Yun. Cuscutceae Climber 

120. Giant Dodder Cuscuta reflexa Roxb. Convolvulaceae Climber 

121. Creeping Cradle Plant Cyanotis axillaris (L.) D. Commelinaceae Herb 

122. Crested Dew Grass Cyanotis cristata (L.) D. Commelinaceae Herb 

123. The Queen Sago Cycas circinalis L. Cycadaceae Tree 

124. Indian Moon-Seed Cyclea peltata (Lam.) Menispermaceae Climber 

125. Kachi Grass / 

Turpentine Grass 

Cymbopogon caesius Nees Poaceae Herb 

126. Bermuda Grass Cynodon dactylon (L.) Per Poaceae Herb 

127. Green Water Sedge  Cyperus brevifolia Rottb. Cyperaceae Herb 

128. Poorland Flat Sedge Cyperus compressus L. Cyperaceae Herb 

129. Flowered Nutsedge Cyperus difformis L. Cyperaceae Herb 

130. Mat Sedge Cyperus pangorei Rottb. Cyperaceae Herb 

131. Purple Nut Sedge Cyperus rotundus L. Cyperaceae herb 

132. Apulid gapang Cyperus stoloniferus Retz. Cyperaceae Herb 

133. Candelabra Wattle Cyperus triceps (Rottb.) Cyperaceae Herb 

134. Egyptian Crowfoot 

Grass 

Dactyloctenium aegyptium 

(L.) Willd. 

Poaceae Herb 

135. North Indian Rosewood Dalbergia sissoo Roxb. Fabaceae Tree 

136. Devilôs Trumpet Datura metel L. Solanaceae Herb 

137. Flame Tree Delonix regia Boj. Caesalpinaceae Tree 

138. Candelabra Wattle Desmodium dichotomum W Fabaceae Herb 

139. Flowered Desmodium Desmodium laxiflorum DC. Fabaceae Shrub 

140. Sicklebush / Lantern Dichrostachys cinerea L. Mimosaceae Tree 

141. False Amaranth Digera muricata (L.) Mart. Amaranthaceae Herb 

142. Asian Crab Grass Digitaria bicornis Lam. Poaceae Herb 

143. Wild Crabgrass / 

Southern Crabgrass 

Digitaria ciliaris (Retz.) 

Koel. 

Poaceae Herb 

144. Lollipop Climber / 

Striped Cucumber 

Diplocyclos palmatus L. Cucurbitaceae Climber 

145. Spreading Ruellia Dipteracanthus patulus 

(Jacq.) Nees 

Acanthaceae Herb 

146. Hop Brush Dodonaea viscosa L. Sapindaceae Shrub 
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147. Jungle Rice / Deccan 

Grass 

Echinochloa colonum (L.) 

Link 

Poaceae Herb 

148. Candelabra Wattle Echinochloa picta J. Koew Poaceae Herb 

149. Goose Grass / Crowfoot  Eleusine indica (L.) Gaertn. Poaceae Herb 

150. Lovegrass Enneapogon schimperanus Poaceae Herb 

151. Double-row Lovegrass Eragrostiella bifaria Vahl Poaceae Herb 

152. Shortleaf Lovegrass Eragrostiella brachyphylla  Poaceae Herb 

153. Japanese Lovegrass Eragrostis amabilis L. Poaceae Herb 

154. Blacksmithôs Grass / 

Rough Lovegrass 

Eragrostis aspera (Jacq.) 

Nees 

Poaceae Herb 

155. Pond Lovegrass  Eragrostis japonica L. Poaceae Herb 

156. Lovegrass Eragrostis maderaspatana  Poaceae Herb 

157. Little Lovegrass Eragrostis minor Host. Poaceae Herb 

158. Sticky Lovegrass Eragrostis nigra Nees. Sd. Poaceae Herb 

159. Thalia Lovegrass Eragrostis nutans (Retz.) Poaceae Herb 

160. Sticky Lovegrass Eragrostis riparia (Willd.) Poaceae Herb 

161. Sticky Lovegrass Eragrostis viscosa Retz. Poaceae Herb 

162. Kadu Marvel Eremopogon foveolatus L. Poaceae Herb 

163. Forest Red Gum Eucalyptus tereticornis S. Myrtaceae Tree 

164. Painted Leaf Poinsettia / 

Mexican  

Euphorbia cyathophora 

Murr. 

Euphourbiaceae Shrub 

165. Hairy Spurge / Asthma  Euphorbia hirta L. Euphorbiaceae Herb 

166. Dwarf Morning Glory Evolvulus alsinoides L. Convolvulaceae Climber 

167. Roundleaf Bindweed Evovulus nummularius L. Convolvulaceae Climber 

168. Indian Bat Tree Ficus amplissma J.E. Sm. Moraceae Tree 

169. Indian Banyan Ficus bengalensis L. Moraceae Tree 

170. Indian Rubber Tree Ficus elastica Roxb. Moraceae Tree 

171. Hairy Fig Ficus hispida L.f. Moraceae Tree 

172. Indian Laurel Tree Ficus microcarpa L.f. Moraceae Tree 

173. Sacred Fig Ficus religiosa L. Moraceae Tree 

174. Fern Tree Filicium decipiens Wight  Sapindaceae Tree 

175. Flat spike Sedge / One 

Spike Fimbry 

Fimbristylis ovata Burm. f. Cyperaceae Herb 

176. White Teak Gmelina arborea Roxb. Verbenaceae Shrub 

177. Flame Lily Gloriosa superba L. Liliaceae Climber 

178. Cockscomb Gomphren Gomphrena celosioides L. Amaranthaceae Herb 

179. Globe Amaranth  Gomphrena globosa L. Amaranthaceae Herb 

180. Tree of Life Guaiacum officinale L. Zygophyllaceae Tree 

181. Rough Diamond Flower Hedyotis aspera Heyne Rubiaceae Herb 

182. Choy Root Hedyotis puberula G. Don Rubiaceae Herb 

183. East Indian Screw Tree Helicteres isora L. Sterculiaceae Shrub 

184. Celon Heliotrope Heliotropium subulatum L. Boraginaceae Herb 

185. Indian Sarsaparilla Hemidesmus indicus L. Asclepidaceae Climber 

186. Black Speargrass Heteropogon contortus L. Poaceae Herb 

187. Lunaria Leaf Hibiscus Hibiscus lunariifolius Wild. Malvaceae Herb 

188. Candelabra Wattle Hibiscus ovalifolius L. Malvaceae Herb 

189. Jungle Cork Tree / 

Indian Elm 

Holoptelea integrifolia 

(Roxb.) Pl. 

Ulmaceae Tree 

190. Blue Spade Flower Hybanthus ennaspermus L. Violaceae Herb 

191. Candelabra Wattle Hybanthus puberulus Mill.  Violaceae Herb 



18 

 

192. Rusty Indigo Indigofera colutea Burm Fabaceae Herb 

193. Birdville Indigo / Nine- 

leafed Indigo 

Indigofera linnaei Ali.  Fabaceae Herb 

194. Globe Amaranth Indigofera longeracemosa  Fabaceae Shrub 

195. Tiny Morning Glory Ipomoea eriocarpa R. Br. Convolvulaceae Climber 

196. White Morning Glory Ipomoea obscura (L.) Ker Convolvulaceae Climber 

196. Beach Morning Glory Ipomoea pes-caprae (L.) R.  Convolvulaceae Climber 

197. Nine- leafed Indigo Ipomoea qumoclit L. Convolvulaceae Climber 

198. Scarlet Jungle Flame Ixora coccinea L. Rubiaceae Shrub 

199. White Jungle Flame Ixora finlaysoniana Wall. Rubiaceae Shrub 

200. Jacaranda / Fern Jacaranda mimosifolia Bignoniaceae Tree 

201. Wild Jasmine Jasminum angustifolium L. Oleaceae Climber 

202. Juhi / Jasminum Molle Jasminum auriculatum L. Oleaceae Climber 

203. Pointed Leaf Jasmine Jasminum cuspidatum Rott Oleaceae Climber 

204. Spanish Jasmine Jasminum grandiflorum L. Oleaceae Climber 

205. Candelabra Wattle Jasminum trichotomum L Oleaceae Climber 

206. Bellyache Bush Jatropha gossypifolia L. Euphorbiaceae Shrub 

207. Jasminum Molle Justicia prostrata (Clarke)  Acanthaceae Herb 

208. Stinking Kedrostis Kedrostis foetidissima L. Cucurbitaceae Climber 

209. African Sausage  Kigelia pinnata (Jacq.) Bignoniaceae Tree 

210. Silkleaf / American  Lagascea mollis Jacq. Asteraceae Herb 

211. Spanish Flag Lantana camara L. Verbenaceae Climber 

212. Christmas Candle Stick  Leonotis nepetifolia (L.) Re Lamiaceae Herb 

213. Commonn Leucas Leucas aspera Willd. Lamiaceae Herb 

214. Candelabra Wattle Macrotyloma ciliatum Wil  Fabaceae Shrub 

215. Horse Gram Macrotyloma uniflorum L. Fabaceae Climber 

216. Three-lobed False 

Mallow 

Malvastrum 

coromandelianum L. 

Malvaceae Herb 

217. Mango Tree Mangifera indica L. Anacardiaceae Tree 

218. Chickoo Manilkara achras (Mill.)  Sapotaceae Tree 

219. Catôs Claw Martynia annua L. Martyniaceae Herb 

220. Chinaberry Tree Pride 

of India Bead  

Melia azedarach L. Meliaceae Tree 

221. Natal Grass Melinis repens Willd. Poaceae Herb 

222. Snakevine Merremia quinquefolia L. Convolvulaceae Climber 

223. Chinese Moon Creeper Merremia tridentata L. Convolvulaceae Herb 

224. Champak Michelia champaca L. Magnoliaceae Tree 

225. Indian Cork / Jasmine Millingtonia hortensis L.f. Bignoniaceae Tree 

226. Touch-me-not Plant  Mimosa pudica L. Mimosaceae Herb 

227. Four oô clock Plant Mirabilis jalapa L. Nytaginaceae Herb 

228. Bitter Gourd Momordica charantia L. Cucurbitaceae Climber 

229. Indian Mulberry Morinda coreia Buch. Rubiaceae Tree 

230. Drumstick Tree Moringa pterosperma L. Moringaceae Tree 

231. Madras Pea Pumpkin Mukia maderaspatana L. Cucurbitaceae Climber 

232. Cork Bush Mundulea sericea Willd. Fabaceae Tree 

233. West Indian Cherry  Muntingia calabura L. Elaeocarpaceae Tree 

234. Curry Leaf Tree Murraya koenigii L. Rutaceae Tree 

235. Nerium / Oleander Nerium indicum Mill.  Apocynaceae Shrub 

236. Night Jasmine Nyctanthes arbor-tristis L. Nyctanthaceae Tree 

237. Hoary Basil / Lime  Ocimum americanum L. Lamiaceae Herb 
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238. Sweet Basil Ocimum basilicum L. Lamiaceae Herb 

239. Yellow Sorrel Oxalis corniculata L. Oxalidaceae Herb 

240. Candelabra Wattle Panicum curviflorum L. Poaceae Herb 

241. Guinea Grass Panicum maximum Jacq. Poaceae Herb 

242. Millet Rampant / Witch  Panicum psilopodium Trin. Poaceae Herb 

243. Badminton Ball Tree / 

African Bean 

Parkia biglandulosa Wight 

& Arn. 

Mimosaceae Tree 

244. Carrot Grass Parthinium hysterophorus Asteraceae Herb 

245. Yellow Watercrown Paspalidium flavidum Retz. Poaceae Herb 

246. Purple Passionfruit Passiflora edulis Sims Passifloraceae Climber 

247. Stinking Passionflower Passiflora foetida L. Passifloraceae Climber 

248. Elephant Caltrop Pedalium murex L. Pedaliaceae Herb 

249. Copperpod / Yellow-

Flamboyant 

Peltophorum pterocarpum 

DC. 

Caesalpinaceae Tree 

250. Fountain Grass Pennisetum hohenackeri L Poaceae Herb 

251. Hairy Fountain Grass Pennisetum pedicellatum L. Poaceae Herb 

252. Mission Grass Pennisetum polystachion L. Poaceae Herb 

253. Trellis Vine Pergularia daemia Forssk. Asclepidaceae Climber 

254. Panicled Foldwing Peristrophe bicalyculata  Acanthaceae Herb 

255. Indian Comet Grass Perotis indica (L.) Kuntz. Poaceae Herb 

256. Malay Gooseberry  Phyllanthus acidus L. Euphorbiaceae Tree 

257. Black-Honey Shrub Phyllanthus reticulates L. Euphorbiaceae Tree 

258. Seed-Under-Leaf Phyllanthus virgatus L. Euphorbiaceae Herb 

259. Manila Tamarind Pithacellobium dulce L. Mimosaceae Tree 

260. Ceylon Leadwort Plumbago zeylanica L. Plumaginaceae Herb 

261. White Frangipani Plumeria alba L. Apocynaceae Tree 

262. Red Frangipani Plumeria rubra L. Apocynaceae Tree 

263. Indian Mast Tree Polyalthia longifolia L. Annonaceae Tree 

264. Oldmanôs Cap Polycarpaea corymbosa L Caryophyllaceae Herb 

265. Jasminum Molle Polygala jacobii Chan. Polygalaceae Herb 

266. Milkwort  Polygala rosmarinifolia 

Wight & Arn. 

Polygalaceae Herb 

267. Java Milkwort Polygala wightiana Wall. Polygalaceae Herb 

268. Candelabra Wattle Pommereulla cornucopiae Poaceae Herb 

269. Indian Beech /  

Pongame Oil tree 

Pongamia pinnata L. Fabaceae Tree 

270. Common Purslane  Portulaca oleracea L. Polygalaceae Herb 

271. Heart Leaf Velvet  Priva cordifolia L.f. Verbinaceae Herb 

272. Common Guava Psidium guajava L. Myrtaceae Tree 

273. Indian Kino Tree Pterocarpus marsupium L. Fabaceae Tree 

274. Red Sanders / Red 

Sandalwood 

Pterocarpus sandalinus L. 

f. 

Fabaceae Tree 

275. Forest Bur Pupalia lappacea L. A.L. Amaranthaceae Herb 

276. Grey Snout Bean Rhynchosia cana DC Fabaceae Climber 

277. Least Snout Bean Rhynchosia minima L. Fabaceae Climber 

278. Itch Grass Rottboellia cochinchinensis Poaceae Herb 

279. Florida Royal Palm / 

Royal Palm 

Roystonea regia H.B.K. Arecaceae Tree 

280. Rain Tree Samanea saman Jacq. Mimosaceae Tree 

281. Indian Sandalwood Santalum album L. Santalaceae Tree 
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282. Vegetable Huming bird Sesbania grandiflora L. Fabaceae Tree 

289. Foxtail Setaria intermediata Roem. 

& Schult. 

Poaceae Herb 

290. Yellow Foxtail Setaria pumila (Poir.) Poaceae Herb 

291. Bristly Foxtail Setaria verticillata (L.) P. Poaceae Herb 

292. Heart Leaf Fanpetals Sida cordata Burm. f. Malvaceae Herb 

293. Flannel Weed / Heart 

Leaf Sida 

Sida cordifolia L. Malvaceae Herb 

294. Arrowleaf Sida Sida rhombifolia L. Malvaceae Herb 

295. Wild Eggplant / 

Nightshade 

Solanum surattense Burm. Solanaceae Shrub 

296. African Tulip Tree Spathodea campanulata P. Bignoniaceae Tree 

267. Shaggy Button  Spermacoce hispida L. Rubiaceae Herb 

298. Tropical Girdlepod Spermacoce villosa Sw. Rubiaceae Herb 

299. Small Dropseed Sporobolus 

coromandelianus Retz. 

Poaceae Herb 

300. Rat Tailed Grass Sporobolus indicus (L.) Poaceae Herb 

301. Candelabra Wattle Sporobolus 

maderaspatanus Bor 

Poaceae Herb 

302. Indian Snakeweed Stachytarpheta jamaicensis Verbinaceae Herb 

303. Pemba Grass Stenotaphrum dimidiatum  Poaceae Herb 

304. Witch Weed  Striga densiflora (Benth.) Scorphulariaceae Herb 

305. Shrubby Pencil Flower Stylosanthes fruticosa L. Fabaceae Herb 

306. Java Plum Syzygium cumini (L.) Myrtaceae Tree 

307. Silver Trumpet Tree / 

Tree of Gold 

Tabebuia aurea Benth. & 

Hook. 

Bignoniaceae Tree 

308. Cuban Pink Trumpet Tabebuia pallida (Lindl.) Bignoniaceae Tree 

309. Rosy Trumpet Tree Tabebuia rosea (Berol.) Bignoniaceae Tree 

310. Celon Spinach Talinum portulacifolium Portulacaceae Herb 

311. Tamarind Tamarindus indica L. Caesalpinaceae Tree 

312. Yellow Stans Tecoma stans (L.) Kunth. Bignoniaceae Tree 

313. Teak Tectona grandis L. f. Verbenaceae Tree 

314. Wasteland Weed Tephrosia purpurea L. Fabaceae Herb 

315. Indian Almond Terminalia catappa L. Combrataceae  Tree 

316. Portia Tree Thespesia populnea L. Malvaceae Tree 

317. The Whitelady Thunbergia fragrans Rxb. Acanthaceae Climber 

318. Blue Trumpet Vine Thunbergia grandiflora L. Acanthaceae Climber 

319. Heart leaved Moonseed Tinospora cordifolia Willd.  Menispermaceae Climber 

320. Orange Climber Toddalia asiatica L. Rutaceae Climber 

321. Candelabra Wattle Trachys muricata (L.) Poaceae Herb 

322. Indian Bur Grass Tragus roxburghii  Poaceae Herb 

323. Horse Purslane Trianthema decandra L. Aizoaceae Herb 

334. Puncture Vine  Tribulus lanuginosus L. Zygophyllaceae Herb 

335. Indian Borage Trichodesma indicum L. Boraginaceae Herb 

336. Tridax Daisy  Tridax procumbens L. Asteraceae Herb 

337. Sage Rose Turnera ulmifolia L. Turneraceae Herb 

338. Indian Ipecac Tylophora indica Burm. f. Asclepidaceae Climber 

339. Bushveld Signal Tre Urochloa mosambicensis Poaceae Herb 

340. Panic Liverseed grass Urochloa panicoides P.Be Poaceae Herb 

341. Chinese chaste tree Vitex negundo L. Verbinaceae Tree 
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342. Sleepy Morning Waltheria indica L. Sterculiaceae Herb 

343. Dyerôs Oleande Wrightia tinctoria L Apocynaceae Tree 

344. Indian Jujube Ziziphus mauritiana Lam. Rhamanaceae Tree 

345. Jackal Jujube  Ziziphus oenoplia L. Rhamanaceae Tree 
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7.2. Fauna diversity in Bharathiar University  campus 

The observations on fauna diversity incated that the University campus has a 

large number of living as well as visiting animals, birds, reptiles and insects including 

termids. A total number of 650 birds belonging to the 50 species were recorded from 

different habitats during winter and summer, of them one of which were endemic to the 

western Ghats like purple rumped sunbird. Totally 80 species of birds representing 32 

families and 10 orders were observed during this study, passeiformes constituted the 

predominated group representing 20. Total number of 50 bird species,out of them 7 

species were migrant, 21 species were local migrant during winter and summer season 

because of unfavour environment and low availability of food resources. Migratory bird 

species like Red winged creased cuckoo, Indian cuckoo, forest wag tail, Yellow browed 

bulbul, Paddy field warbler, small green billed malkhoa, Alexadrine parakeet, Rose 

ringed parakeet and red whiskered bulbul. 

 

                Birds Diversity in Bharathiar University campus 

 

S.No Common Name Scientific Name 

1. House crow Corvus splendens 

2. Large billed crow Corvus macrorhynchos 

3. Common myna Acridotheres tristis 

4. Golden oriole Oriolus oriolus 

5. Green bee eater Merops orientalis 

6. Blue face malhova Phaenicophaeus viridirostris 

7. Red wattled Lapwing Vanellinae 

8. Eurasian hoopoe Upupa epops 

9. Red vented bulbul Pycnonotus cafer 

10. Oriental magpie-robin  Copsychus saularis 

11. Lark Alaudidae 

12. Black kite Milvus migrans 

13. White throated kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis 

14. House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

15. Shikra Accipiter badius 

16. Chestnut bee eater Merops leschenaultia 

17. Common Kingfisher Alcedinidae 

18. Bay backed shrike Laniidae 

19. Eurasian collared dove Streptopelia decaocto 

20. Copper smith barblet Megalaima haemacephala 

21. Rosy starling Pastor roseus 

22. Pipit Anthus 

23. Pied cuckoo Clamator jacobinus 

24. Grey wagtail  Motacilla cinerea 
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25. Indian robin Saxicoloides fulicatus 

26. Pond heron Ardeola 

27. Yellow billed bubbler Turdoides affinis 

28. Greater coucal Centropus sinensis 

29. Asian koel Eudynamys scolopaceus 

30. Indian roller Coracias benghalensis 

31. Indian peafowl Pavo cristatus 

32. Rufous treepie Dendrocitta vagabunda 

33. White wagtail Motacilla alba  

34. Purple sunbird Cinnyris asiaticus 

35. Purple rumped sunbird Leptocoomo zeylonica 

36. Black drango Dicrurus macrocercus 

37. Spotted owlet Strix occidentalis 

38. Indian Paradise flycatcher Terpsiphone paradise 

39. Common sand piper Actitis hypoleucos 

40. Yellow wattled lapwing Vanellus indicus 

41. Jungle myna Acridotheres fuscus 

42. Rock pigeon Columba livia 

43. Rose ringed parakeet Psittacula krameri 

44. Common Iora Aegithina tiphia 

45. Oriental honey buzard Pernis ptilorhynchus 

46. Indian silver bill Euodice malabarica 

47. Grey francolin Francolinus pondicerianus 

48. Common tailor bird Orthotomus sutorius 

49. Common hawk cuckoo Hierooccyx varius 

50. Black rumped flameback Dinopium benghalense 

51. Ashy prinia Prinia socialis 

52. Cattle egret Bubulcus ibis 

53. Little egret Egretta garzetta 

54. Spotted dove Spiopelia chinensis 

55. Laughing dove Spilopedia senegalensis 

56.. Asian swift Cypsiurus balasiensis 

57. Red rumped swallow Hirundinidae 

58. Oriental magpie robin Copsychus saularis 

59. Lotens sunbird Cinnyris loteniusduc 

60. Wood sand piper Tringa glareola 
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House crow Large billed crow 

Common myna Golden oriole 

Green bee eater Red wattled Lapwing  

Red vented bulbul  Oriental magpie-robin  
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Bay backed shrike  Pipit  

Asian koel Indian peafowl 

Purple rumped sunbird  Common sand piper  

Yellow wattled lapwing Rock pigeon  
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Ashy prinia Cattle egret  

Little egret Pied Bush chart 

Wood sand piper Yellow wattled lapwing 
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Rock Dove   

Spotted Owlet   

Rose ringed Parakeet   

Greater coucal   

White throated king fisher   Copper smith barbet   

Common flame back   Rufous Treepie   
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7.3. Peacock in Bharathiar University campus 

Peafowl is a common name for three bird species in the Genera Pavo and 

Afropavo within the subtribe Pavonina of the family Phasianidae, the pheasants and 

their allies. Male peafowl are referred to as Peacocks, and female peafowl are referred 

to as Peahens, even though peafowl of either sex are often referred to colloquially as 

"peacocks". The two Asiatic species are the blue or Indian peafowl originally of the 

Indian subcontinent, and the green peafowl of Southeast Asia; the one African species 

is the Congo peafowl, native only to the Congo Basin. Male peafowl are known for 

their piercing calls and their extravagant plumage. The latter is especially prominent in 

the Asiatic species, which have an eye-spotted "tail" or "train" of covert feathers, which 

they display as part of a courtship ritual. It is observed that a large number of Peacock 

has been observed in Bharathiar University Campus. The climatic factors, food 

availability and condusive environment are being supported in the growth of Peacock 

population in a greater extend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peacock in Bharathiar University campus 


